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THIS IS A FIELD INVESTIGATION EXC. CLEARED CLOSED (OTHER EXCEPTIONAL) REPORT

VICTIM(S):

OFFENDER(S)

KOSCHMAN, David
Male / White / 21 Years

DOB: -1983
RES: ...._

Mt Prospect IL

BIRTH PL: Illinois

DESCRIPTION: 5'05,155,Brown Hair, Green Eyes

SSN: .2-_
DLNIID: ••••••

VANECKO, Richard J -- In Custody--
Male I White / 36 Years
DOB: I 1974
DESCRIPTION: 6'03, 230, Brown Hair, Blue Eyes, Light Complexion
RES: i .. , 1

Chicago IL 60646

BIRTH PLACE: Illinois

EMPLOYMENT: CONSTRUCTION

SSN: ~:::••IDLN/ID:

RELATIONSHIP OF VICTIM TO OFFENDER:

KOSCHMAN, David - No Relationship

~
::J: I
o

~
~I
c.nJ
.1::01

VICTIM INJURIES KOSCHMAN, David

~ Weapon Description
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Blunt Trauma Other - Head On Pavement

35 W Division St
Chicago IL
303 - Sidewalk

25-APR-200403:15

KOSCHMAN, David
DATE OF DEATH: 06-MAY-200412:16

PRONOUNCED BY: Dr. An
on 06-MAY-2004 12:16

CAUSE OF DEATH: Blunt Trauma
MEDICAL EXAMINER #: 080MAY04

rRANSPORTED TO:

LOCATION OF
INCIDENT:

DATE & TIME OF
INCIDENT:

JEATH INFORMATION:

~UTOPSY

INFORMATION:

METHOD CODE(S):

CAU CODE(S):

PERSONNEL
ASSIGNED:

WITNESS(ES):

Dna

Dna

Assisting DetectiveJYouth Inv.

REDMAN, Charles A
Detective/Investigator

GILGER, James G
GILGER, James G

Reporting Officer

TREMORE, Edwin E

ALLEN, Scott A
Male / White / 27 Years

DOB: i U 1983

DESCRIPTION: 5'06,145,

RES:
Mount Prospect IL 60056

RES:
Ii

# 20910

# 21151
# 21151

# 5266

(Victim)

BEAT: 1824

EMPLOYMENT: Regional Sales Manager

OTHER COMMUNICATIONS:
Cellular ~ ias
Phone:

DLN/ID: _

KOHLER, Phillip N
Male / White / 36 Years

DOB: ·974

DESCRIPTION: 5'06,180,

RES: • I' ' Q'
Palatine iL 60067
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EMPLOYMENT: Computer Programmer

OTHER COMMUNICATIONS:
Cellular
Phone:

DLNflD: ..........P
DENHAM, Craig R

Male / White / 29 Years

DOB: I 1974

DESCRIPTION: 5'10,170,

RES:
Manhasset NY 11030

EMPLOYMENT: (lanker -••••••

OTHER COMMUNICATIONS:
Cellular
Phone:

SSN: ~::::.••
DLNnO:

MCCARTHY, Bridget
Female / White /26 Years

OOB: 1978

RES: t
Chicago IL 60614

~
EMPLOYMENT: Teacher

OLN/IO: , it
CONNOllY, Micheal A

Male / White / 29 Years

OOB: t 1974

RES: r
Bolingbrook IL 60490

==EMPLOYMENT: Carpet Installer

OTHER COMMUNICATIONS:
Business
Phone:

SSN: -::::••_
OLN/IO: ,

COPELAND, James B
Male / White / 21 Years

OOB: 1983
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DESCRIPTION: 5'11,195,

RES: ..
Streamwood IL 60107­EMPLOYMENT: Sales Rep

DLNlID: I
HAGELlNE, Shaun P

Male1White 127 Years

DOB: a 1983

DESCRIPTION: 5'10,160,

RES: T 7;
Glendale CA 91202

EMPLOYMENT: Assistant Manager

OTHER COMMUNICATIONS:
Cellular
Phone:

SSN:
DLN/ID: .7 ._

FRANCIS, David R
Male1White 121 Years

DOB: 1983

DESCRIPTION: 6'00,160,

RES: • &2 3
Dillon CO 80435

EMPLOYMENT: Sales Clerk

OTHER COMMUNICATIONS:
Cellular
Phone:

DLN/ID: IT _

MCCARTHY, Kevin D
Male 1White 126 Years

DOB: 7 'I 7 1 978

DESCRIPTION: 6'02,205,

RES:
Chicago IL•­EMPLOYMENT: Sales

SSN: -:::::.••
DLN/ID:

ADDITIONAL INFO.: Irit 1342995

I II"..,''''.......,....
DETECTIVE SUP. APPROVAL COMPLETE
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OTHER INDIVIDUALS
INVOLVED:

CRIME CODE
SUMMARY:

IUCR ASSOCIATIONS:

REPORT DISTRIBUTIONS:

INVESTIGATION:

Begin Report #2

SAZIAN, Vrej M

Male / White /27 Years

DOB: 1983

RES: g
Arlington Heights IL 60004

EMPLOYMENT: Car Parts Salesman

OTHER COMMUNICATIONS:
Cellular
Phone:

DLNfID: _._._.

0130 - Homicide - Second Degree Murder

0130 - Homicide - Second Degree Murder

KOSCHMAN, David
VANECKO, Richard, J

No Distribution

(Person Interviewed
Non-Witness)

(Victim)
( Offender)

On 19 Jan 2011 at 1945 hours, the R/Ds conducted an interview with Michael CONNOllY at his
home address, 625 lakewoods Farms Drive in Bolingbrook, Illinois. CONNOllY was informed of
the purpose of the interview, which he stated he understood. CONNOllY agreed to be interviewed.

The following interview of Michael CONNOllY is in summary and not verbatim.

CONNOllY, Michael:
(19 Jan 2011, 1945 hours)
CONNOllY stated he had just left "Mother's" bar on Division and he and Phillip KOHLER were
returning from getting something to eat, when he observed two groups of people arguing in the
street, who were using profanities towards each other. CONNOllY stated he heard someone in the
group say, "Don't talk to her like that!" CONNOllY stated the victim that was injured was doing most
of the talking and the argument became really heated. CONNOllY stated the victim appeared to
have been pushed by someone in the other group, who tripped on the curb, and fell backwards,
hitting his head on the street. CONNOllY stated the victim was knocked out cold. CONNOllY
stated he and Phillip KOHLER attempted to resuscitate the victim, who was also being attended to
by one of his friends. The victim was unconscious, but he was breathing. CONNOllY remembered
there were possibly six people in the victim's group and 3-4 people from the other group, with at
least one female amongst this group. CONNOllY stated they stayed at the scene until the victim
was put into the ambulance.

CONNOllY stated the police arrived at the scene and took their names and information and he
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went home. After he viewed the lineup at Area Three Headquarters, CONNOLLY stated Phillip
KOHLER showed him the article in the newspaper about the victim getting punched or pushed and
later dying. CONNOLLY did not know Richard VANECKO or any of the other individuals involved in
this incident.

On 20 May 2004, Michael CONNOLLY viewed two physical lineups at Area Three Headquarters. In
the first lineup, which contained Richard VANECKO, CONNOLLY was unable to positively identify
anyone. CONNOLLY viewed the second lineup, which contained Kevin MCCARTHY and Craig
DENHAM, and was unable to positively identify anyone.

On 21 Jan 2011, Det. GILGER spoke with ASA Darren O'Brien at the Cook County courthouse
located at 2650 S. California. Det. GILGER informed ASA O'Brien that the R/Ds had re-investigated
this incident and informed ASA O'Brien of the current progress of the investigation. ASA O'Brien
stated he was consulted by Area Three Detectives on possible charges, but after the consultation
between his office and the police department, it was agreed that charges were not warranted
because the actions of the offender constituted an act of self-defense.

On 24 Jan 2011 at 2015 hours, the R/Ds met with Kevin and Bridget MCCARTHY at their horne
address in Chicago, 2704 N. Hartland Ct. Kevin MCCARTHY answered the door and the R/Ds
introduced themselves to Kevin MCCARTHY and his wife, Bridget. The R/Ds asked Kevin
MCCARTHY if he would be willing to speak with the RIDs about the incident from 25 Apr 2004 and
he stated he would. MCCARTHY, along with his wife Bridget MCCARTHY, allowed the R/Ds into
their home. Prior to this interview beginning, Kevin MCCARTHY instructed his wife not to say
anything to the detectives. The following interview with Kevin MCCARTHY is in summary and not
verbatim.

MCCARTHY. Kevin:
MCCARTHY. Bridget:
(24 Jan 2011, 2015 hours)
MCCARTHY related he was represented by an attorney (Bill Dwyer) the last time he was questioned
in regard to this investigation. MCCARTHY was asked if he would be willing to answer follow-up
questions concerning this lnvestiqatlon or if he remembered anything that he didn't tell the detectives
who initially questioned him. MCCARTHY stated he would stand by his statement from May 2004
and the interview was concluded.

The RIDs gave MCCARTHY their business cards and informed him he could contact the R/Ds if he
or his wife changed their mind. The RIDs returned to Area Five Headquarters.

In the physical lineup on 20 May 2004, at Area Three Headquarters, Kevin MCCARTHY chose
position #1 and he stood in the same lineup as Craig DENHAM. The eyewitness, Scott ALLEN,
identified MCCARTHY in the lineup as the person who was with the girl (Bridget MCCARTHY)
during this incident, as the person who was handcuffed by the police, and also as the person who
was attempting to break up the fight. MCCARTHY was also identified by David FRANCIS as the
person with the lady who was stopped by the police after the incident. FRANCIS stated he didn't
remember what this subject, Kevin MCCARTHY, did during this altercation. No one else was able to
identify Kevin MCCARTHY.

On 24 Jan 2011 at 2200 hours, the R/Ds attempted to locate Richard VANECKO for an interview at
his last known address,"-S. Michigan, Unit #2312. The R/Ds relocated to this address and
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spoke to the doorperson of this building, who informed the R/Ds that VANECKO no longer lived at
this address. It was learned VANECKO was a one of three owners of the condo building and he and
his partners sold the building in 2008, subsequently moving out of his unit after the building was
sold. The R/Ds were unable to obtain a forwarding address for Richard VANECKO at this time.

On 27 Jan 2011 at 1950 hours, Det. GILGER spoke to Craig DENHAM by telephone and informed
him of the nature of the interview. DENHAM related he remembered the incident and agreed to be
interviewed.

The following interview with Craig DENHAM is in surnmary and not verbatim.

DENHAM. Craig R:
(27 Jan 2011, 1950 hours)
DENHAM related essentially the same account to Det. GILGER as his previous statement in that his
glasses were knocked off and an argument ensued, but DENHAM never saw who punched the
victim. DENHAM stated he was intoxicated that night, but remembered he was running down the
street and VANECKO pushing him before they got into a cab. DENHAM informed Det. GILGER he
told the other detectives his version of what happened that night and that his story hadn't changed.
DENHAM stated he would stand by his earlier statement. When asked, DENHAM stated he has not
seen VANECKO or MCCARTHY in 3-4 years. DENHAM stated he thought MCCARTHY still resided
in Chicago, but he does not know where VANECKO currently resides. When asked if VANECKO
lives in Los Angeles, California, DENHAM thought it possible, because he knew VANECKO to travel
to Los Angeles when DENHAM was still living in Chicago. The interview with Craig DENHAM was
concluded.

In the physical lineup on 20 May 2004 at Area Three Headquarters, Craig DENHAM chose position
#5 and stood in the same lineup as Kevin MCCARTHY. Craig DENHAM was identified by Shaun
HAGELINE as the person who was initially placed in handcuffs by the police after the incident and
one of the guys trying to separate everyone during this incident. (Kevin MCCARTHY was the subject
handcuffed by the police) No one else was able to identify Craig DENHAM.

On 28 Jan 2011, the R/Ds attempted to locate Richard VANECKO utilizing the CLEAR database
and the Accurint search engine. It was learned Richard VANECKO showed his current address to be
_ N. Kilpatrick in Chicago, Illinois. Det's GILGER and FALK went to this location and met with the
father of Richard VANECKO, Mr. Robert VANECKO. The R/Ds introduced themselves to Mr.
VANECKO and asked him if his son Richard was home. When Mr. VANECKO asked the R/Ds what
this was pertaining to, the R/Ds informed Mr. VANECKO It was concerning the incident from April,
2004.

Mr. VANECKO stated he understood. Mr. VANECKO stated his son was not home and no longer
~' lives in Chicago. When asked where his son lived, Mr. VANECKO would not supply the R/Ds with

that information. At this point, the R/Ds informed Mr. VANECKO that they have to interview his son
at the earliest opportunity, gave him their business card and asked Mr. VANECKO to have his son
call the R/Ds. The R/Ds then returned to Area Five Headquarters.

On 31 Jan 2011 at 1830 hours, attorney Marc Martin left a voicemail message for Del. GILGER at
Area Five Headquarters, informing him that he was calling on behalf of his client, Richard J.
VANECKO. Mr. Martin left his phone number (312) and asked Det. GILGER to call him.
Following this phone call, Del. GILGER called Mr. MARTIN on two subsequent dates, only to get the
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voicemail message for Mr. MARTIN.

On 09 Feb 2011 at 1330 hours, Det. GILGER called Mr. Martin a third time, who, this time answered
his phone. Det. GILGER introduced himself to Mr. Martin and informed Mr. Martin of the request by
the RIDs to speak with his client regarding the incident from April, 2004. Mr. Martin, who was familiar
with the incident, informed Det. GILGER that his client wouldn't be making any statements. Det.
GILGER stated he understood, and asked Mr. Martin to have Richard VANECKO either come to
Area Five Headquarters or call Det. GILGER on the phone and tell him that personally. Mr. MARTIN
stated he would contact Richard VANECKO immediately and have him personally invoke his right to
remain silent over the phone, while Mr. Martin listened in via a three-way phone call. Det. GILGER
stated this would be sufficient. Det. GILGER left a phone number for Mr. Martin to have VANECKO
call.

On 09 Feb 2011 at 1430 hours, attorney Terence Gillespie called Det. GILGER and informed him
that he was representing Richard VANECKO, and that his partner, Mr. Martin, would no longer be
acting on behalf of Richard VANECKO. Det. GILGER informed Mr. Gillespie, who had represented
Richard VANECKO in 2004, of the request by the RIDs to speak with Richard VANECKO. Mr.
Gillespie, who remembered the incident very well and the subsequent chain of events following the
incident, stated he instructed his client at the time not to make a statement. Mr. Gillespie stated his
client was never identified by any of the eyewitnesses and was wondering why his client's name had
again come up in this investigation. The RIDs informed Mr. Gillespie that they had conducted a
follow-up investigation to the incident and re-interviewed all of the witnesses, including Craig
DENHAM, Kevin MCCARTHY, and Bridget MCCARTHY, and expressed their wish to interview
Richard VANECKO. Mr. Gillespie stated he would speak with his client and make a determination by
Friday, 11 Feb 2011, on whether to bring his client into Area Five Headquarters for purposes of
giving a statement. Mr. Gillespie stated he would call Det. GILGER on or before 11 Feb 2011. Det.
GILGER supplied Mr. Gillespie with a contact number for him to call.

On 14 Feb 2011 at 1450 hours, Det. GILGER received a phone call from Mr. Marc Martin, the
attorney for Richard VANECKO. Mr. Martin explained to Det. GILGER that he and his partner,
Terence Gillespie, had spoken with their client on Saturday, 12 Feb 2001 and their position
concerning Richard VANECKO had not changed. Mr. Martin stated he would not be bringing Richard
VANECKO in to Area Five Headquarters to make a statement.

In conclusion, interviews with eyewitnesses after the incident stated the tallest of the three male
subjects punched KOSCHMAN. At the time of the incident, Richard VANECKO was 6'02" and
approximately 230 pounds, which is clearly taller and heavier than Craig DENHAM, and clearly
heavier than Kevin MCCARTHY. When initially interviewed, Scott ALLEN and James COPELAND
stated the male white since identified as (VANECKO) who punched the victim, .and the male white
since identified as (DENHAM) who was arguing with KOSCHMAN, ran away together. When
interviewed, HAGELINE stated the male white who punched KOSCHMAN, was the tallest of the
three subjects in their group. The interview with DENHAM, who admitted that he and VANECKO left
in a cab together and later said VANECKO was pushing him down the street before entering this
cab, confirmed this fact. Interviews were conducted with Bridget and Kevin MCCARTHY and Craig
DENHAM, who also confirmed the fact that VANECKO and DENHAM left together.

RIDs concluded that David KOSCHMAN, having yelled, "Fuck you! I'll kick your ass!" by breaking
away from his group of friends and aggressively going after VANECKO was clearly the assailant in
this incident. These aggressive actions caused VANECKO to take action and defend himself. This
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investigation has shown that Richard VANECKO, alone, punched David KOSCHMAN, which caused
him to fall backwards and injure his head, which ultimately caused his death.

Based on this, the RIDs request this case be classified as CLEARED CLOSED/EXCEPTIONALLY.

Report of:
Det. J. GILGER #21151
Det. N. SPANOS #21020
Area Five Detective Division
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